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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
In March 2020, the country entered a national lockdown, which saw
the suspension of all activities delivered by the Wolves Foundation
in schools and the local community due to the Covid-19 global
pandemic. Not only did all face-to-face provision cease but the
entire Foundation delivery staff were placed on Furlough leave for
4 consecutive months. The challenges faced by the unprecedented
circumstances of the coronavirus and its lingering presence have
had a considerable impact on our beneficiaries’ physical, social and
emotional wellbeing.
As the recently appointed Chair of the Foundation, it would be remiss
of me to suggest that I wasn’t worried about how this would impact
on the charity and its ability to continue changing lives through sport.
However, my concerns were completely unfounded as our staff and
volunteer Game Changers’ resilience through adversity has consistently
shone through over the last 12 months. The passion, innovation and
togetherness as we stood shoulder to shoulder with our community
when times got tough has made me and my fellow Trustees incredibly
proud to be involved with such an inspirational organisation.
In this year’s annual Impact Report, we wanted to highlight how the 5
Ways to Wellbeing have helped keep our participants active, motivated
and focused during the extraordinary circumstances faced by us all.
People feel more positive and have an increased sense of purpose
when they do something that gives them focus and the Foundation’s
ability to find new creating ways to engage our beneficiaries has been
awe-inspiring.
Peter Astley MBE
Chair of the Trustees
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CONNECT
With people having to spend more time at home due to the coronavirus,
this led to an unexpected acceleration of the delivery of online sessions.

Whilst for some the digital world was a barrier, for others the online
approach removed barriers and has been a lifeline during a period of
social isolation. Contained within the platform are activities to help the
physical, emotional and social health of participants and activities such
as Wez’s Workout and Chef Ryan’s Recipes, proved extremely popular.
The Boot Room project, previously delivered face-to-face for youngsters
with additional needs, moved seamlessly online. Renamed ‘Boot Zoom’
during lockdown, the sessions were a lifeline for many at risk of social
isolation during difficult times by providing a fun social opportunity
online, helping individuals stay connected with each other through a
common passion for sport.

“I loved the fun, friendly
environment and catching
up with my friends about
sport whilst we were
online”
Jake, Boot Zoom participant

- INNOVATION -

In response, our Join the Squad portal was developed though funding
from Sport England to help keep children and adults active, motivated
and focused using innovative activities. People feel more positive and
have an increased sense of purpose when they do something that
gives them focus so as a consequence the portal has lots of fun and
creative opportunities to take part in at home.

The Warrington Wolves Charitable Foundation

KEEP LEARNING
As part of the Stay Connected to School national project, we teamed
up with Torus Foundation and the Coderdojo Foundation to provide
computers to children who did not have a digital device at home.
While some schools were able to provide laptops for their students to
learn from home, that was not the case for every child. Additionally,
not every household had access to the internet from home so where
necessary, this was also provided as part of the project. The Raspberry
Pi computers are a small computer that plugs straight into a TV screen
and helped primary and secondary aged children complete their school
work as well as learning more about computer programming.
87% of parents said a child in their household had been home-schooled
because of the Covid-19 pandemic and by providing a computer to
access lessons, children’s learning flourished and they were able to
maintain contact with their teachers and friends online.

“Our family cannot thank you enough
for our Raspberry Pi. After facing
redundancy which was caused by the
pandemic, I cannot tell you how much
of a difference it has made to both my
daughters’ education as they can now
complete their homework without me
having to worry about how
I am going to afford a new computer”
Janet, parent
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- LEGACY -
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GIVE
As coronavirus unfolded in the UK, the demand for foodbanks tripled
with many people finding themselves out of work. During the start
of the pandemic around a half of people who used a food bank had
never needed one before.
Our Food Friends project offered support to those who needed help
most, by mobilising a large team of volunteers from our projects to
collect essential items including food and toiletries that were then
collected for distribution to the local foodbanks. As part of the project,
players from our Rugby League and Football teams also helped pack
food parcels which were then delivered to vulnerable members of the
community who were unable to leave their homes while shielding from
coronavirus.
Warrington Wolves players and staff were among those who have
donated and delivered food and everyday essentials which helped
vulnerable families as well as dropping off sports equipment and gifts
to supporters young and old, providing a much needed boost to their
wellbeing.

“When Stefan Ratchford turned up on
my doorstep, I was lost for words. The
players are absolute heroes to me and
for him to take time out of his day to
drop off some equipment so I could play
games in the back garden during Covid
with my brother was brilliant. He was
really nice and I can’t wait to get back
to the Halliwell Jones Stadium to cheer
him and the team on again!”
Emily, Wolves fan
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- INSPIRE -
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BE ACTIVE
When lockdown first hit, the Wolf Pack sessions ended immediately
and during what proved to be very uncertain times, the sessions were
quickly adapted to ensure families could remain active together at
home.
Every week, children (aged 2-6 years old) along with their parents/
guardians jumped online to take part in fun activities designed to
improve agility, balance and co-ordination.
Using digital communication, the Wolf Pack squad were provided with
a weekly activity plan that they completed together with other family
members on the day and numerous times again at home throughout the
week because the children enjoyed them so much.
The Wolf Pack sessions encourage children and families to explore their
creativity together in a fun and purposeful way. With a focus on fun, the
engaging activities develop the physical, social and emotional skills with
many new faces joining online very week.

“Being able to access Wolf Pack online has
been amazing, as it gave us something to
look forward to and focus on at time of
enforced hibernation. The sessions have
built confidence and relationships with
other children and will definitely help the
transition back to face-to-face classes.
I wish Wolf Pack had been around when I
was 5!”
Helen, parent

Annual Review 2020-21

- TOGETHERNESS -
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TAKE NOTICE
Even before the pandemic, men’s mental health in Warrington was a
cause for concern.
As a sport, we recognised that a joined-up, fresh approach was required
and Offload uses the lived experiences of professional athletes, coaches
and officials to encourage men to open up conversations with one
another when they are struggling.
The social connectedness created by Offload in bringing men together
and uniting for a shared purpose, was challenged during the pandemic
as groups of people meeting together for support was initially
prohibited. The opportunity to share experiences and develop tactics
to move forward in life was initially facilitated through a weekly online
session which, as soon as restrictions lifted, moved back to its original
format which was very much welcomed by the participants.

“The reason why Offload works for
me is that I’m able to sit shoulder to
shoulder with other men who have
faced their own challenges and talk
about my feelings without being
judged. Whilst I enjoyed the weekly
online sessions, I jumped at the chance
of coming back and being with other
people because there were things I
really wanted to say in private without
listening ears at home”
John, Offload squad member
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- PRIDE -

OFFLOAD - THE FINAL SCORE
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MOVING FORWARD

MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Being the heartbeat of our town, we have witnessed first-hand the
widespread impact of the coronavirus on the local community. The
response of our staff alongside our wonderful Game Changer volunteers
to adapt our approach to delivering the outreach portfolio of projects has
been truly wonderful and it gives me immense pride that we have been
able to continue changing lives through sport during some terrible times.
The pandemic has not only allowed us to reflect but also redefine our
focus for 2021 and beyond. By identifying and sourcing new opportunities
to support our community as we head into a world after coronavirus, we
have been able to accelerate our digital approach through the groundbreaking online Join the Squad portal which will allow us to support many
more people than ever before.
The 5 Ways to Wellbeing framework has helped the Warrington Wolves
Foundation continue to inspire, enthuse and engage our local community
by ensuring that the individual’s wellbeing is at the core of everything we
do. People feel more connected to one another when they feel valued
and the sport, health and education projects delivered by the charity all
help our beneficiaries feel supported to make positive lifestyle choices.
From a personal perspective, our staff team have all faced various personal
challenges over the last 12 months and their resilience through tough times
has shone through. As we move forward, we are under no illusions that
the path away from Covid-19 won’t always be smooth but our Strategy
will help us navigate our way forward even when the way ahead isn’t
clear. As a team, we recognise that we will need to continue to be agile
and respond to new challenges as they arise but with the support of the
Warrington Wolves Rugby League Club, I have no doubts that our projects
will continue to help those most in need for many more years to come.
James Howes
Deputy Director
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- PA S S I O N -

THANK YOU

TO ALL OUR BUSINESS PATRONS WITHOUT YOU...

- Main Sponsor CELEBRATING
YEARS

50

CELEBRATING
YEARS

50

Celebrating
50
Years

Celebrating

50

Celebrating

50

YEARS

E

YEARS

CENTRAL SELF DRIVE - 50th ANNIVERSAY LOGO
05 December 2017 09:16:42

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
Bob Brough, Vicky Outen, Joe Richardson & Mark Stringer

The Halliwell Jones Stadium, Mike Gregory Way, Warrington WA2 7NE
Website: www.warringtonwolvesfoundation.com
Email: community@warringtonwolvesfoundation.com
Twitter: @WWRLFoundation Instagram: warringtonwolvesfoundation
Registered Charity No: 1110734

